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between declaring open war against the secular societies
in the niidst of which it was established, or refraining
from all such acts as those societies would not allow.
Following his principle of abstaining from force, Christ
adopted the latter course.    Now one principal thing no
secular   government   would   tolerate,  namely, judicial
tribunals and a penal administration independent of its
own.    We arrive  therefore  at   the  first  distinguishing
characteristic of the Society into which Christ called men.
It was a Society whose rules were enforced by no punish-
ments.    The ancient Israelite who practised idolatry was
atoned to death, but the Christian who sacrificed to the
genius of Caisar could suffer nothing but exclusion from
the Society, and this in times of persecution was in its
immediate effects of the nature rather of a reward than of
ti punishment.    At first it may seem that a society could
exert no strong effect upon mankind which contained no
power of compulsion  or  punishment.    But  we  are  to
remember what was said above of the judicial power
of Jehovah under the old theocracy.    That judicial power
was exerted through the civil law courts, it is true?, but
also in another way.    Jehovah was considered as judging
in heaven as well as in the law court, and as punishing
by providential visitations and by mysterious pains in-
flicted on the dead as well as by the hands of the execu-
tioners of civil justice.    Now in relinquishing the ordi-
nary  and   administrative  punishments,  Christ retained
for his Society the supernatural ones.    And, so long as
faith in the truth of his words continued lively among
his followers, the state he ibundcd was not distinguished
among the states of the world by laxity of obedience in
its members; rather have these supernatural terrors and